
Are We There Yet?, LLC 

5902 Columbia Ave,   Phone: (314) 304-3508  

   St. Louis, MO 63139 Email: Maggie@AreWeThereYetDea.com 

Florida February Escape 
Escape the gray days of Missouri and head to Florida’s 
Gulf Coast, where Edison and Ford built their getaways. 

February 5-11, 2017 
 
This tour is most similar to our New York City Express, in which we fly non-stop in and stay at one hotel, and offer a few 
optional tours during the trip. And like our NYC Express, this tour is all about location, location, location! We stay at the 
Pink Shell Resort in Fort Myer’s Beach, located on the beach on the Gulf side of Florida, with warm water so clear it is 
amazing. Fort Myers Beach shuttle line stops right at our hotel, and there are resort activities daily. So escape winter’s chill 
and head south to Florida! 

 
Sun, Feb 5 – Heading to the Sunshine State! 
 
Meet Dea and Declan at the St. Louis airport for our direct flight on Southwest to Ft. Meyers, Florida! When we arrive, we 
will stop at a local grocery store for you to stock up on supplies – the rooms at the Pink Shell resort have kitchenettes! You 
will also get vouchers good for 3 breakfasts at the hotel – use them on whatever days you want.  
 
Other than that, you are free to explore the area on your own. Rent a car, take a cab, or just enjoy the sand, sun and water 
of the beach! There are restaurants located both on property as well as a short distance away. You can even take a 
catamaran down to Key West from right near our hotel! 
 
Mon, Feb 6 – Optional tour to Ding Darling Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island! - $139 
This morning we meet our local tour guide before heading out to Sanibel Island on our private transportation. Once only 
accessible by boat, when the causeway was built, residents of Sanibel created a Comprehensive Land Use Plan in 1974 
helping to maintain a balance between development and preservation of the island's ecology. As such, there has been little 
development of the island, and the natural beauty is amazing. Perhaps the most amazing part of the island is the Ding 
Darling Wildlife Refuge, spanning over 5,200 acres of wetlands, including one of the largest undeveloped mangrove 
ecosystems in the country. It also provides a much needed stopover for hundreds of migratory bird species. We take a 
morning tram tour with a naturalist to see the birds and animals at their most active. Last year, we saw numerous 
alligators! Then we enjoy lunch at a local favorite on Sanibel before a visit to the Shell Museum, devoted to every aspect of 
seashells, with exhibits including the impact shells have on paleontology and archeology and art. See Sailor’s Valentines, a 
highly prized art form developed in the early 19th century by women in Barbados and other areas of the Caribbean. These 
treasures crafted with shells were often brought home by sailors for their loved ones. And don’t miss the cameos, inlays, 
buttons and bows. (Lunch is included on this tour.) 

Tues, Feb 7 - Edison & Ford Homes Tour - $119 

In 1885, Edison first visited southwest Florida, and was so enchanted by it that he purchased property to build a vacation 
home. The home was completed in 1886 and dubbed "Seminole Lodge," serving as a winter retreat and place of relaxation 
until Edison's death in 1931. In 1916, Edison’s good friend Henry Ford purchased the adjoining property, "The Mangoes". 
Ford's craftsman style bungalow dates back to 1911. Not only will we visit, but we’ll enjoy a behind the scenes tour and 
private luncheon just for our group! Private transportation with guide and driver. (Lunch is included on this tour) 

Wed, Feb 8 – No optional tours scheduled 

Today is yours to enjoy however you wish. Ride the shuttle into Ft. Myer’s Beach, enjoy the activities at the resort, or enjoy 
the warm weather! 



Thurs, Feb 9 – Cruise to Useppa Island & private dining at the Collier Inn - $165 

We head out on our Captiva Cruise boat to Useppa Island today, a famous resort with an incredible past. Chicago 
businessman John Roach built the first hotel on Useppa Island in 1896, and 15 years later Barron Collier bought the island 
and developed it as a resort, enlarging the hotel and adding tennis courts and a 9-hole golf course. Collier made the island 
his official residence, from which he directed his real estate empire. Collier died in 1939, and the resort was closed during 
World War II. Hurricanes in 1944 and 1946 damaged the hotel, and it was torn down. The island opened again as a resort 
in 1946, continuing until 1960. In 1960, Useppa briefly served as a CIA training base for Cuban exiles in preparation for 
the Bay of Pigs Invasion. 

Useppa Island changed hands four times in the 1960s and 1970s, with two short-lived attempts to operate it as a resort. 
Gar Beckstead bought the island in 1976. His company, Useppa Inn and Dock Company, has operated it as a private resort 
since the purchase. Hurricane Charley heavily damaged the island in 2004. The rebuilt Collier Inn was reopened one year 
later. 

We will enjoy our included lunch together at the Collier Inn in our exclusive private room – no waiting in line with others 
from the boat! We also will enjoy a history talk about the island and hotel before free time to explore the island. (Lunch 
is included on this tour) 

Fri, Feb 10 – No optional tours scheduled 

Today is yours to enjoy however you wish. Ride the shuttle into Ft. Myer’s Beach, enjoy the activities at the resort, or enjoy 
the warm weather! 

Sat, Feb 11 – Depart 

We depart Florida today, but before we do, we enjoy some free time in Old Fort Myers, a perfect chance to get any last 
minute souvenirs for the people back home! Our direct flight departs this evening. Thank you for traveling with us!  

 
$1,855 pp dbl   

$3,040 pp, sgl   $1,470 pp, tpl   $1,277  pp, quad 
 

Save 3% on this tour! Head to the Sunshine State for  $1,789 pp dbl occ*   
when you pay with check or money order! 

$1,789 pp, dbl    $2,949 pp, sgl   $1,429 pp, tpl   $1,239 pp, quad 
*These prices reflect 3% savings by paying with check or money order 

Rooms are Sanibel View (Studio style room includes 1 king or 2 queen beds, kitchenette with 2 burner stove top, toaster, 
cooking utensils, small fridge, microwave, coffeemaker, sink, enclosed lanai), with internet, all resort fees, taxes and 

luggage handling included. 
 

Price includes: 
 Round Trip Air to Fort Myer’s NON-STOP via Southwest Airlines *Ask about our special hotel rates at St. Louis airport hotel prior to and/or after the tour. * 
 Transportation to and from the hotel 
 Rooms overlooking the Gulf of Mexico 
 6 nights deluxe hotel accommodations, complete with kitchenettes, located right on the Gulf of Mexico! 
 3 breakfast vouchers! 
 2 Professional Tour Directors 
 All gratuities including drivers and directors 

Please note: Any notice of fuel surcharges imposed by carriers and/or attractions will be disclosed at least 30 days prior to tour departure. 
 

Upgraded Room Types: 
White Sand 1 BR, 1 bed 

Everything that the Sanibel View includes, but with a bedroom separated from the living and dining areas, full size 
appliances, walk-in shower and washer and dryer. 

Total Cost: 
$2,059 pp, dbl     $3,450 pp, sgl   $1,610 pp, tpl   $1,380 pp, quad 

 
Check 3% discount price: $1,998 pp, dbl   $3,346 pp, sgl   $1,561 pp, tpl   $1,338 pp, quad 

 
 

 
 



Captiva Villas 1 BR with two queens 
White Sand plus sleeper sofa and soaker tub 

Total Cost: 
 

$2,203 pp, dbl    $3,738 pp, sgl   $1,706 pp, tpl   $1,452 pp, quad 
 

Check 3% discount price: $2,137 pp, dbl   $3,626 pp, sgl   $1,655 pp, tpl   $1,408 pp, quad 
 

White Sand 2 BR 
Same as above, but with two separate bedrooms separated from the living and dining areas. 

Total Cost: 
 

$2,374 pp, dbl   $4,078 pp, sgl   $1,819 pp, tpl   $1,537 pp, quad 
 

Check 3% discount price: $2,303 pp, dbl   $3,956 pp, sgl   $1,765 pp, tpl   $1,491 pp, quad 
 

Make your reservation with a $500 deposit per person NOW. This tour is in high demand by 
other groups and we will be asked to give up any extra space to them at hotels if we do not 

have them booked. Once this tour fills, a wait list will be formed. Please send a check or call 
with a credit card along with your legal name, address, phone number, and all roommates’ 

names if you are sharing a room and any dietary or walking restrictions. 
We encourage all travelers to purchase travel protection with initial deposit. Include Travel 
Protection payment with deposit, if purchasing. Please remember that certain benefits are 
Time sensitive. Plans help provide coverage for unexpected circumstances and help protect 

your trip and your investment.  
Balance on base tour price is due Dec 18, 2016, and no refunds will be given after that time. If 

you purchase Travel Protection and need to cancel after Dec 18, 2016, you must file a claim.  If 
you attempt to book after this date, there may be a substantial increase in price or you may 

have to arrive on a separate flight. 


